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With him and some of his colleagues he sought a formula
which might save France and the Alliance. They found it.
The Premier submitted it to the Cabinet, at which meeting
a foreign Ambassador was present, for perhaps the first
time, in the person of M. Corbin. Mr. Winston Churchill,
indeed, was anxious to make it abundantly clear that the
offer which was to be made to France was not put forward
with any underlying idea of belittling her, but: " With
the object of assisting France and supporting her to the
utmost in the hours of stress through which she is passing,
and also in the hope of encouraging the French Government
to continue its resistance."
This document I want to reproduce in full:
At this most fateful moment in the history of the
modern world, the Governments of the United Kingdom
and of the French Republic make this declaration of
indissoluble union and unyielding resolution in their common
defence of justice and freedom against subjection to a
system which reduces mankind to a life of robots and
slaves.
" The two Governments declare that France and Great
Britain shall no longer be two nations, but one Franco-
British union. The constitution of the union will provide
for joint organs of defence, foreign, financial, and economic
policies.
" Every citizen of France will enjoy immediately citizen-
ship of Great Britain. Every British subject will become
a citizen of France.
" Both countries will share responsibility for the repair
of the devastation of war wherever it occurs in their terri-
tories, and the resources of both shall be equally and as
one applied to that purpose.
*' During the War there shall be a single War Cabinet,
and all the forces of Britain and France, whether on land,
sea or in the air, will be placed under its direction. It will
govern from wherever it best can. The two Parliaments
will be formally associated.
" The nations of the British Empire are already forming